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15" Annual Parade the Circle Celebration Coming June 12 


Annual Community Arts Event Attracts Tens of Thousands of Spectators 


CLEVELAND (March 25, 2004) — The 2004 Parade the Circle Celebration, slated for Saturday, June 12, 2004, 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., is sure to engage and delight those in attendance with fun-filled activities, 2,000 Parade 
participants, a multitude of international artists and an expected crowd of more than 50,000 spectators. This free 
daylong community arts event will feature a colorful parade at noon, interactive crafts and activities provided by 
more than 25 University Circle organizations, along with live music, dance and theater performances and a variety 
of food offerings. 

"Parade the Circle is a day long celebration of the creative spirit featuring activities and entertainment 
which highlight the talents and diversity of the greater Cleveland community,” says Robin VanLear, artistic 
director of the Parade and the Cleveland Museum of Art’s community arts program. Located in Cleveland’s 
cultural hub — University Circle — the event is presented by the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) and University 
Circle Incorporated (UCI). 


15 Annual Parade 

From its humble beginnings in 1990 of only 100 paraders and approximately 1,000 spectators, the annual 
Parade the Circle Celebration has grown into an area-wide cultural event drawing tens of thousands of spectators 
and 2,000 parade participants. Despite the increased interest over the years, the Parade has remained true to its 
original purpose of drawing on festival traditions from throughout the world to help people of all ages and 


backgrounds create unique costumes and floats side by side with professional artists. 


The Parade 

Featuring costumed stiltdancers, giant puppets, musicians, and dancers from Cleveland-area communities 
and beyond, the Parade will step out at noon from the CMA parking lot and proceed in a circular route along Wade 
Oval Drive and East Boulevard. Creative ensembles will be designed and constructed by international and local 


artists as well as by schools, community groups, families, and individual participants in the Parade. 
(more) 
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Guest artists from Canada, Trinidad and Tobago, Puerto Rico, California, Connecticut, Minnesota and Vermont 
will take part in the Parade by creating ensembles, serving as technical specialists and directing outreach programs 
with various community organizations throughout Cleveland. 

Those interested in participating in this year’s Parade or any of the workshops should contact the 
community arts department at CMA at (216) 707-2483. 


The Circle Village 

Parade the Circle Celebration festivities include Circle Village — a creative blend of artistic activities, 
dance theater and musical performances and delectable dishes from area restaurants. Entertainment featured before 
and after the noontime parade will spotlight some of Cleveland’s finest dance troupes, musical groups and street 
performers and for the first time — live theater entertainers. In addition, more than 25 of the Circle’s cultural 
institutions, museums and gardens will offer a variety of hands-on activities for people of all ages. 

This year, Circle Village happenings will take place on the newly renovated Wade Oval, located in the 
heart of Wade Park. New and long-time parade visitors alike will appreciate several of the park’s recent 
renovations including wider pathways, new drinking fountains and the Kulas Community Stage, where several of 
the day’s festivities will take place. The beautiful lawns surrounding Wade Park institutions such as The Cleveland 
Museum of Art and The Cleveland Museum of Natural History as well as those of The Western Reserve Historical 
Society and Case Western Reserve University will also play host to Circle Village activities. 

“We invite families and friends of all ages to spend June 12th in University Circle at Parade the Circle 
Celebration, a truly extraordinary community arts festival. It’s a fabulous opportunity to experience the vitality of 
the Circle and learn more about the vast wealth of offerings from our great institutions,” says Terri Hamilton 


Brown, UCI president. 


For more information about the Circle Village, contact Michael Horgan (216) 707-5020 or Sheryl Berman 
(216) 707-5035 at UCI. 
1 CK OK 
Parade the Circle Celebration is presented by the institutions of University Circle. The Parade is produced 


by the Cleveland Museum of Art and the Circle Village is coordinated by University Circle Incorporated. 


# # 


Note: A media kit to be distributed in April will give more details about international artists and Circle 
Village activities. Separate releases on Parade workshops and CMA’s April 27 Mask Festival will be 
distributed in March. 


